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General Introduction  

 The Idea of a Nation and Universality as its Basis 

 The Objective Resolution (December 1946) and The 

Preamble of Indian Constitution (1949) 

 Nationalist Project of “Unity in Diversity” Being 

Challenged by the Rise of Different Specific 

Parochial Assertions: Regionalism, Casteism and 

Communalism  

 Violence of “Universality” and Suppression of 

Historical Claims?? 

 Reactions against the Constitutional Morality?     



Regionalism  

 The Attempt to Create Common Identity on the 

Basis of a Geographical Area with Supposed 

Common “Culture” and “History” 

 The Artificiality and Arbitrariness of the Identity 

based on “Region”  

 Regionalism in India from Linguistic Reorganization 

to Secessionism 

 Peculiar Trajectory of India Nation and the Issue of 

Sub-Nationalities? 

 Political Economic Reasons and Regional Disparity    



Casteism  

 Caste Identity: National Unity and Social 
Justice  

 Is there any Contradiction Between Equality 
of Opportunity and Rule of Law? 

 Addressing the Historical Social and 
Economic Inequalities is Essential for any 
project of Nation Building 

 Casteism as a Reactionary Movement both 
against Modernity (Equality) and Social 
Justice    



Communalism  

 The Feeling and Movement of Superiority of one 

Community over others  

 Majority Communalism vs Minority Communalism 

 Reaction vs Protection  

 Communalism and Secularism and Democracy 

 Communalism and State  

 Protection of Minorities is Related to Nation Building 

Project in India as it is in turn based on the Ideas of 

Social Justice and Equality    



Some Theoretical Observations  

 A Political Phenomena can be approached through 

finding its Reasons or its Objectives and 

Explanations are based on student’s Subjectivity 

and lots of Generalisations 

 Exclusionary Movements by the Existing Privileged 

Sections or Competing Groups against all Perceived 

Contenders in other words, Regionalism, Casteism 

and Communalism are the movements against the 

Constitution.  



Conclusion  

 A Nation need not be based on Universal 
Identity  

 The Feeling of Inclusive Common Identity is 
Essential in a Multicultural and Multiregional 
Country like India 

 All Attempts to Impose one Identity on People 
who feel no affinity is a recipe of Disaster  

 Common Stakes not Common Identity Keeps 
Nations like India United and that was the 
message of Indian Constitution    


