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Payeng to explain to the world:

How green has his island bee

WKONGKON K BORA
JORMAT, AuG 20

ON September 24, among the
900 specialists who would as-
semble at the seventh global
conference ol the interna-
tional forum for sustainable
development at Evian in
France, a man from Assam
who spent his days planting
trees for the past 33 years is
expecied to steal the limelight
Jadav Payeng, who grew a
1300-acre lorest at an isolat-
ed sandbar of Brahmaputra
river in Jorhat district, has
been invited to the global
conference to be held from
September 22 Lo 24 to pre-
sent his views on his single-
handedly created forest.
Payeng, popularly known as

A file photo of Jadav Payenqg.

Mulai, would leave for Paris

on September 17 with Jitu

Kalita, credited with giving

sure Lo the man who cre-

ated the now-lfamous “Mulai
Kathoni™ (Mulai forest).

Speaking Lo Seven Sisters

Post, Kalita said that Payeng
has been invited to partici-
pate as a special guest speak-
er at the conference. “The
conference has been organ-
ised under the patronage of
the representation in France
of the European Commis-
sion,” he said.

Along with Payeng, Kalita
oo has been invited o par-
ticipate in the conference.
The conlerence, initiated in
2007, connects major lead-
ers and thinkers to imple-
ment initdatives with a posi-
tive social and environmen-
tal impact. The conference
also serves as acommunica-
tion channel between opin-
lon leaders, businesses, ex-
perts, NGOs and the media.

» Tumon P4

Continued from Pl

Payeng started work on the
land at the sandbar in 1979 afl-
tera scheme was launched at
that time by the social forestry
division of the district, in-
volving the planting of trees
on only 200 hectares.

After completion of the pro-
ject alter five years, Payeng
stayed on and single-hand-
edly looked after the trees. He
conlinued to plant more seeds
and saplings in the forest,
which eventually expanded to
550 hectares.

The florest has now become
so thick that it is now habitat
to four three rhinos and
more than a hundred deer,
rabbits and apes. “There are
several varieties of birds in the
forestand aherd of about 100

n Payeng to explain...

clephants isknown to visit the
place cvery year flor six
months,” said Payeng.

Payeng is, however, a bit
concerned about the recent
killing ofa rhino in the forest.
“Considering the remoteness
of the place, animals in the for-
est fall easy prey Lo poachers.
I hope that the government
would take steps to control
poaching in the forest,” he
sald.

Payeng was recently hon-
oured by the Jav Nehru
University in recognition for
his efforts, which also con-
ferred the title “Forest Man of
India” on him. Payeng was
also given an award for his
contributions to the conser-

vation ol environment by for-
mer President Abdul Kalam in

Mumbai in July this year.
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bLiice Year, 1992-2017

De sartment of M.Com |
Gauhati Commerce College ol

Environmental Challenge

| Jadav Payeng Lresar
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Jadav Molai Payeng 1s a highly capable person bon

: - . T ATIOET kK
nomadic tribe of Assam. Born in 1963, he 1s working ¢
forest worker since the age of 16 years. Once, large number

oy o e K, 2 ' P DRerrbhrmaniiterr Pa
snakes died in the flood of Brahmaputra R
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village. As a preventive measure. Molai planted

~ L | LA |

plantlets. In 1979, the local Social Forestry Departme

a social aforestation project on 200 hectares of land.
was one of the few forest workers who were lookina
project. Molai continued to plant the trees even after

{1

of the project. As a result of his continuous w
and caring for the trees, the barren areq witnesse
cover over the 1360 acres.

Today, this jungle in Kokilamukh of Jorhat distric

tof Assam is t]
for 30 years. He has been awarded with the prestigious ‘Pad

~ 3
VLI \

1€ resuit ot the harc

: . mashree’ award bv governn
of India for this unparallel work. Now, it is well Known as ‘Mol ) “‘jl“j 4 1‘ 5
(8 VIO ~~’U”,q S Many

person, i

¢ determined, can establish

come together to destroy the forest. but q single
Knew forest!
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Environmental Conservation and Biodiversity TR
Most harmful effect of the environmental polluti
: 0N occursg on

Have you seen some examples of this in vewe . - the livina oraanisms
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Every day, he watered the saplings by hand,
sweat trickling down his face and chest.

He built a watering system to help ...

In India,

on a large river isl
among farms and familics |

there lived a boy who loy

Trees meant
shade,
f()()(‘v

and shelter for many

oL e

Others tried to hunt the animals for their horns and fur,

bur the man was there to protect.
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From the Director of

RESTING LIFE

Aarti Shrivasta
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